QOMAN,, .

S:&:ijT - -

Parlamentul Romaniei
Senat

Directia Generald Cooperare Parlamentard Externd

Memorandum intern

Catre: Biroul Permanent al Senatului

De la: Secretar General al Senatului
Domnul Mario-Ovidiu Oprea

Tema: Participarea la ,Conferinta interparlamentara privind
participarea persoanelor cu disabilitati in cadrul procesului
electoral” (Bruxelles, Belgia, 3 - 5 decembrie 2023).

La data de 4 decembrie 2023, se va desfasura la Parlamentul European, la Bruxelles :
«Conferinta interparlamentard privind participarea persoanelor cu disabilitdti in cadrul
procesului electoral”, organizatd de Comisia pentru ocuparea fortei de munci si afaceri
sociale (EMPL) din Parlamentul European.

Din partea Senatului Romaniei, au fost desemnate sa participe la aceastd reuniune: doamna
senator Laura Georgescu, secretar al Comisiei pentru Munca, familie si protectie sociala si
doamna senator Liliana Sbirnea, membru al Comisiei pentru Munca, familie si protectie
sociald, precum si dna Oana-Alina Nedelcu, secretar de delegatie, Serviciul Afaceri
Europene.

Principalele teme de discutie se vor axa pe subiecte legate de:, participarea persoanelor cu
dizabilitdti la procesul electoral - starea actuald si obstacolele réimase, ,pregdtirea pentru
alegerile europene 2024 - Cum se mai pot imbundtdti si care mai sunt realizabile?”

Actiunea este inclusd in planul de relatii externe al Senatului pe anul in curs si are caracter
parlamentar, conform art. 3 lit. ¢ din Hotdrarea nr. 3/2019 a Birourilor Permanente ale
celor doud Camere.

Propunem Biroului permanent s aprobe:

1. Participarea la Conferinta interparlamentard privind participarea persoanelor cu
disabilitdati in cadrul procesului electoral”,(Bruxelles, Belgia 3-5 decembrie 2023),
a doamnei senator Laura Georgescu, a doamnei senator Liliana Sbirnea, precum
si a doamnei Oana-Alina Nedelcu, secretar de delegatie, Serviciul Afaceri
Europene.

2. Suportarea din bugetul Senatului a cheltuielilor aferente deplasirii, in perioada
3-5 decembrie 2023, dupd cum urmeaza:



o transport international! cu avienul, clasa economic, pe ruta Bucuresti -
Bruxelles, cu plecare in ziua de 3 decembrie 2023, ora 16:50, {zbor
RO 373} si intoarcere cu escald pe ruta Bruxelles - Munchen, ora 12:30,
Munchen-Bucuresti, ora 15:10 (zbor LH2287) in ziua de 5 decembrie, ora
18:20 (zbor LH1652);

o indemnizatie de deplasare, in conformitate cu art. 36 alin. (1) si art. 39

alin. (1) din Hotdrarea nr. 3/2019 a Birourilor Permanente ale celor doui

Camere - doua nopti cazare;

asigurari de sindtate;

avans in valuta pentru cheltuieli neprevazute, din care sa se deconteze si

transportul aeroport hotel si retur.

Devizul estimativ al actiunii este anexat prezentului memorandum. Recalcularea

cheltuielilor se va face in baza documentelor justificative, in limita devizului aprobat.

o0

AVIZAT,
Director gpneyal D&CPE

Gheorghe Alecsei

Anexe:

- proiectul de program

- invitatia

- avize favorabile lider grup parlamentar PSD

- aviz oportunitate Comisia pentru afaceri europene

1 Termenul de emitere a biletelor de avion pentru toate rutele : 27 noiembrie 2023.
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European Parliament

Agenda
Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on

“The participation of persons with disabilities in the electoral process”

Monday, 4 December 2023 | from 16:00 to 18:30
Meeting room: ANTALL 4Q1 | European Parliament, Brussels

D Agnieszka Eva Juszczyk/European Disability Forum

Committee on Employment and Social Affairs
With the support of the Directorate for Relations with National Parliaments
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Draft Programme

16:00 - 16:15: Opening session chaired by EMPL Chair, Dragos Pislaru
» Welcoming words by EP president Roberta METSOLA (video message - tbc) or
Dimitrios PAPADIMOULIS, Vice-President and Chair Bureau High Level Group
Gender equality and Diversity (tbc)

» Keynote speech by Helena DALLI, Commissioner for Equality or Véra JOUROVA,
Vice-President of the European Commission, Values and Transparency (tbc)

Start of the working sessions

Introduction by EMPL Chair, Dragos PISLARU

16:15 - 16:55: Session l: “Participation of persons with disabilities in the
electoral process - State of play and remaining obstacles”

The session will expiore the state of play compared to the European elections in 2019:
Where has progress been made in the Member States? Which legal or accessibility barriers
remain? What are the biggest challenges Member States face at national level?

Keynote speech/scene setter:

» EDF representative - Presentation of EDF Human rights report on political
participation of persons with disabilities

Launching the debate:

s Krzysztof PATER, EESC Rapporteur for 2019/2020 reports on “Real rights of
persons with disabilities to vote in EP elections” (tbc)
o PETI chairfmember; Input received from petitions (tbc)

+ JURI Rapporteur on impact of accession to the Hague Convention on persons under
guardianship (tbc)

Discussion with National Parliamentarians and Members of the European Parliament

based on experiences in the Member States.
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16:55 - 18:15: Session ll: “Preparing for the European elections 2024 - How can
improvements still be achieved?”

This session will explore how and which improvements can be made to facilitate the
accessibility for persons with disabilities to elections.

Keynote speeches:

+ Spanish Presidency representative: Best practises after recent national elections
« Karine LALIEUX, Belgian Minister of Pensions and Social Integration: How to
ensure political participation of PwD in European elections (tbc)

Launching the debate:

e AFCO chair/member; Suggestions from the perspective of the AFCO Committee
* VP Dimitrios PAPADIMOULIS or ITEC VP or COMM VP: Preparing for the

European elections 2024

Discussion with National Parliamentarians, Members of the European Parliament and

National Disability Coordinators based on experiences in the Member States.

18:15 - 18:30: Closing remarks
« Véra JOUROVA, Vice-President of the European Commission, Values and
Transparency or Helena DALLI, Commissioner for Equality
» Dragos PISLARU, EMPL Committee Chair

ICM "The participation of persons with disabilities in the electoral process” | 4/12/2023 3



European Parliament

Committee on Employment and Social Affairs
The Chair

To the Chairperson(s) of the committee(s) concerned

Subject: Invitation to the Interparliamentary Committee Meeting (ICM) -
“Participation of persons with disabilitics in the electoral process” -
Brussels, 4 December 2023

Dear Chair,

In the framework of the European Parliament first “Disability Rights Week”, the European
Parliament’s Committee on Employment and Social Affairs will hold an
Interparliamentary Committee Meeting (ICM) to discuss the participation of persons
with disabilities in the electoral process.

On behaif of EMPL Committee, 1 would like to invite you to attend the ICM which will be
held in the European Parliament on Monday, 4 December 2023, from 16.00 - 18.30h, in
Brussels.

In accordance with the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the European Union guarantees all
citizens the right to vote as well as to stand as candidate in the elections to the European
Parliament. European Union law and the national electoral laws need to ensure that persons
with disabilities have equal opportunities to vote, campaign and stand as candidates.

In the context of the European Disability Strategy 2021-2030, the Commission has
committed to come up in spring of next year, in close cooperation with Member States in
the framework of the European Cooperation Network on Elections, with a guide of good
electoral practice addressing participation of citizens with disabilities in the electoral
process.

Nevertheless, persons with disabilities are facing many legal, administrative, institutional
and accessibility barriers which prevent them from going to vote or stand as candidate.
According to Eurostat data, 87 million people aged 15 and over in the EU have some form
of disability.

In its information report on ‘The real right of persons with disabilities to vote in European
Parliament elections’, the European Economic and Social Committee concluded that for
the 2019 European elections, none of the 27 Member States had ensured that the elections
were accessible to all. Around 800.000 citizens in 16 Member States were unable to vote
due to legal obstacles, alone. On the other hand, there were a lot of best practices in
Member States to enable persons with disabilities to go and vote.

This event will gather - alongside national Parliamentarians, Members of the European
Parliament from various committees, Council and Commission representatives, as well as
main relevant NGOs. In view of the European elections 2024, it will first aim at identifying
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the state of play regarding persons® with disabilitics participation in electoral processes,
progress made and remaining legal or accessibility barriers. Subsequently, all participants
are invited to sharc best practices and discuss how improvements can still be made for the
upcoming European elections.

In this discussion, the role of national parliaments is crucial. 1 therefore count on your
participation and am looking forward to your fruitful contributions on this very important
subject.

Please find enclosed the preliminary draft agenda. Practical details regarding the meeting,

including a background note, will be sent at a later stage.

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Karin SAUERTEIG

(karin.sauerteig@europarl.europa.eu) and Astrid MEESTERS
(astrid.meesters@europarl.europa.eu).

I look forward to welcoming you to the European Parliament on 4 December 2023.

Yours sincerely,

Dragos PISLARU

Annex: 1) Draft programme



SENAT
PARLAMENTUL ROMANIEI

SENATUL

COMISIA PENTRU MUNCA, FAMILIE

SI PROTECTIE SOCIALA

Nr. xxvu/2_l.-ﬁ/!§/zoz3

in atentia,
Domnului Director general Alexei Gheorghe

DIRECTIA GENERALA COOPERARE PARLAMENTARA EXTERNA

Ca urmare a invitatiei transmise prin adresa dumneavoastrd nr.
XXXVII/1103/06.11.2023, prin prezenta confirm3m participarea doamnei
senator Laura Georgescu, in calitate de secretar al Comisiei pentru muncd,
familie si protectie sociald din cadrul Senatului precum si a doamnei senator
Liliana Sbirnea, in calitate de membru al comisiei, la Reuniunea

-----

decembrie 2023, Bruxelles, Belgia.

Presedinte,

Senator Ion_.-l{;taru r



AVIZ

Prin prezenta, se avizeaza favorabil /negativ participarea doamnei senator:

Liliana Sbirnea

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

la actiunea: ,Reuniunea interparlamentara a persoanelor cu dizabilitati in cadrul
procesului electoral”

care se va desfasura la: Bruxelles, Belgia

in perioada (de deplasare): 3-5 decembrie 2023

Liderul Grupului Parlamentului al
Partidului Social Democrat

Romascanu Lucian

™

N:B. Cu mentiunea ca, daca se impune prezenta la actiuni ale Grupului, isi va
intrerupe deplasarea



AVIZ

Prin prezenta, se avizeaza favorabil/negativ participarea doamnei senator:

Laura Georgescu

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

la actiunea: ,,Reuniunea interparlamentara a persoanelor cu dizabilitati in cadrul
procesului electoral”

care se va desfisura la: Bruxelles, Belgia

in perioada (de deplasare): 3-5 decembrie 2023

Liderul Grupului Parlamentului al
Partidului Social Democrat

Romascanu Lucian

N:B. Cu mentiunea cd, dacd se impune prezenta la actiuni ale Grupului, isi va
intrerupe deplasarea
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Comisia pentru afaceri europene

AVIZ

Avizim favorabil participarea la ,,Reuniunea interparlamentara a persoanelor cu
dizabilititi in cadrul procesului electoral”, a doamnei senator Laura Georgescu, secretar
in cadrul Comisiei pentru munci, familie si protectie sociala precum si a doamner
senator Liliana Sbimea, membru al Comisiei pentru muncé, familie §i protectie

sociald, care va avea loc in Belgia, Bruxelles, in data de 4 decembrie 2023.

Principalele teme de discutii sunt:

> Sesiunea [: ,,Participarea persoanelor cu dizabilitati la procesul electoral - Starea

actuald si obstacolele rimase.

» Sesiunea II. ,Pregitirea pentru alegerile europene 2024 - Cum se mai pot

imbundtati si care mai sunt realizabile?”

Actiunea este inclusi in planul de relatii externe al Senatului pe anul in curs §i
are caracter parlamentar, potrivit art. 3, lit. h din Hotérédrea nr. 3/2019 a Birourilor

Permanente ale celor doud Camere.
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